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CHAPTER THIRTY TWO

KNOWERS AND THEIR LIFE-STORIES

afastara

Vasishta spoke

KNOWERS AND THEIR LIFE-STORIES
Will the perceived disappear after the ‘Knowledge of the Truth’?
It is like asking will the rope disappear after the snake-idea is removed!
Rope has to be there always and be shaking also. Seeing the snake and screaming is the reaction of the fools; seeing just
a harmless rope and playing with it is an intelligent way to deal with it.
The ignorant want to escape the perceived; the Knower amuses himself with the perceived.
The ignorant become the real character of the screen-fiction, and suffer through the story-events.
The Knower is the ‘screen which watches the story and amuses itself’.
The Knower’s life is the song of the silence; not the noisy blast of the agitation.
Life-Story of anyone cannot be imitated or repeated by another one especially that of a Knower.
Each Knower has to live his own life-story.
He can do whatever he wants to do, and run his own life-show in any way that suits his mind.
Knowers, though having the same ‘Vision of the Truth’, make their own different stories as per their liking, with the mind-tool
fully under their control. They do not run away from the perceived with disgust; but play with the perceived, feeling only the
joy of self-awareness. They are the same Brahman state-with various mind-structures. They are the same screen producing
various fictions by its own nature.
‘Ignorant-lives’ are Vaasanaa-made stories; ‘Knower-lives’ are Brahman-made stories.
Story-making is the nature of the mind; either you keep it switched off, or allow it to run its own show; but never get fooled
by its amazing magical feats.
A Knower need not be always looking like a bearded Sage sitting in meditation, performing magical acts for his idiot-devotees.
Anyone can become a Knower of Brahman, if only there is the capacity to think and analyze.
A Knower is actually story-less in his mind. He can effortlessly see through the conceptions of the mind and is always aware
of the Reality that is the essence of all. He has no ego; but still maintains a false ego, like wearing a costume for the stage-act.
His ego, as Vasishta says, is a like the breath that falls on the mirror surface, and is always in the evaporated state.
He lives a story of his own for the outside, though he is story-less within his mind.
Stories of life do not matter at all, for a Brahman-Knower; but still, in order to live as a part of the perceived (filled with story-
people only), he will have a make-believe story as his sometimes, or keep away from all the stories by staying alone in the
absorbed state of the self. His time-span is endless and his continuity as a purified mind also is endless.
He can just create any pattern of life around him, and live as a king forever, or live in a far away forest with no one around him
but his partner in life, like a Rishi. He is free to stay inside a fiction, or be outside of a fiction.
How does he live then, when he knows that world does not exist at all?
Vaalmiki sees the entire world as the poetry of Brahman-state and keeps seeing beauty in each and every bit of perception.
Vasishta sees the world as a place to spread his knowledge and engages himself in lighting up the minds with knowledge,
wherever needed. Vishvaamitra loves every bit of the world as the self, and keeps doing welfare to each and every one.
Bhushunda (crow) keeps watching the life stories of all the creations seated on the peak of a tallest mountain outside of all the
Creations, and feels amused. Some life-story or other, they keep playing on, amusing themselves as the Brahman enjoying his
own pure mind-form in the mirror. Actually, life-Stories are like amusing games for any Knower; and he amuses himself by
donning whatever character-costume the mind readies for him. An actor can act as a villain or a hero, or as a god or a devil,
without himself becoming that actual character on the stage. A Knower can also choose any type of life-story as his; and may
look divine or demonic on the outside. The form or the story-pattern never disturbs his inner quiescent state. |

STeAh: HIEYAAT Mo FIeRWIsTU HieadTdoel TdlecRaATpordid: Farl (75.01)

Janaka stayed in the kingdom and was engaged always in his duties of protecting his people like a father;
yet he was freed of the fever of delusion and never had an anxiety-ridden state.

e fEeliued FaRFETRIstIe fiaRPadaeager Afee =”RaAI (75.02)

Your great grandfather Dileepa, though had to complete so many enterprises, maintained a desire-less
state, and ruled the Earth for long.

fReadaar gl Siadi ureRkifAR Shaeamipfafdcd dAeq TsgAUTeId| (75.03)

Not tainted by the colours of attraction and repulsion, and established in the knowledge of the Reality-
state, Manu ruled the kingdom for long in the state of a JeevanMukta and protected his people well.

fafEaergey cgaery 4RY Ay gRR fasuraaed © g (75.04)

King Mandhaata had to engage himself for long in battling enemies with strange powers, yet attained
the Supreme state.
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afor: urdredisey: Gd-dica dReAfd Har <l Fersad! sliaeagd sfa f&d:| (75.05)

Bali enthroned by Naaraayana in the Paataala-world as a ruler, lives there as if everything is real,
renouncing everything mentally, and is not attached to any object or person, and is a JeevanMukta only.

AHRGAITRN agegUN: Tl AAIRIIIRY FafdedleaR foacad | (75.06)

Namuchi, the king of Danu’s sons, was always competing with the Devas, and did not get affected inside
anytime in his varied actions and thoughts.

arearst dgednl gl TIdaaAred: ed:AMedddl Al ThR FLEIRA| (75.07)

Vrtra, who gave up his life in the battle with Indra, had conquered his mind, was peaceful within, and
fought with the Devas with courage.

PAaIAIDIATOT UTATeIdeTTelh: U faRThIN Uge! BIEHATTd: | (75.08)

Prahlaada, who was the ruler of the Paataala Loka, did his duties towards his people well, and always
enjoyed the ‘non-diminishing, indescribable quiescent state’ always.

FNRBINsTed . QFahddIGd: HFARAFR TH AFeRETHAIAGH| (75.09)

Rama! Shambara the Daanava king, was always engaged in practising ‘Shambara’ (sorcery feats), yet had
awakened to the Shambara (the wondrous magic of the Chidaakaasha) within, and had fully renounced the
Samsaara-Shambara (the sorcery named ‘world-existence’). (Shambara means Maayaa, sorcery, magic efc.)

3EHYIEERUN PAeaTddiR Wi HASHTET HRAEcIDhaTAGHA| (75.10)

Kushala, who battled Lord Hari with his army of Daanavas, was unattached in his mind, and attained the
highest knowledge of the Supreme, and also renounced this world as unreal.

FaraE afg: Braseu &t IeaeifR 43 Hh vde fasfdl (75.11)

Lord Agni, who acts as the mouth for all the immortals at the time of Yajna-performance, is always
engaged in his work, and enjoys the prominent position in the Sacrifices; yet stays as a Mukta only.

QAT gl g WH: FAERA: Fiaeid d HESIMABhddFR JAT| (75.12)

Soma (Moon) who is drunk by all the Devas (as nectar) and who holds within him the nectar of Brahman,
does not get attached to any pain or pleasure, like the space getting not affected by anyone stepping on it.

JeEIfagaeantd Tegdieaty 3meRfeafa e I va gafeyd:| (75.13)

Brhaspati, the preceptor of Devas, though is an enemy of Chandra, acts as a priest of the Devas for the
sake of his wife, and stays as a Mukta only.

EPIsFRAeI gu: gardiurersd: fAfderafd: #ed aacageiie:| (75.14)

Shukra, whose mind-expanse shines with the Brahman-knowledge, passes his life as the preceptor of
Asuras; and Budha the learned master, attends to all the problems of the Devas, with an unaffected mind.
SIS o ORI Fdal FIHART Fh T HHROT:| (75.15)

The ‘wind deity’, who always exists as a movement everywhere, though empowering all the worlds and
its beings to move, is free indeed of any movement (agitation).

AlepTold STAHTAUIGITAI ST TRe=TdT: STol FHAA A fAIeargada| (75.16)

Rama! Brahmaa, who knows how to keep the swiftness of the world-patterns going on without stop,
passes his eternal life with equal-ness only.

SRV CgegHINeieldl IR el HhIsTU HdleeR:| (75.17)

Though liberated, Bhagavaan Hari passes his eternal life here in the ‘perceived state of existence’
amusing himself in battling the wicked ones, and taking on ‘forms’ on the Earth ‘that age and die’.

HheATTT AT Hegddeasorll qald 9rFid I et HrfdAe| (75.18)

Though the ‘Three-eyed Hara’ is liberated already, he like a tree holds Gauree, the beautiful creeper
filled with blossomed flowers, on his half the body, like a passionate man keeping his beloved always
in an embraced state (as a Knower and his perceived-state).

AHATTY el agl AT IRTET: HYE 3 HePAT e’ ATABeIHe: | (75.19)

Though liberated, Gauree wears the ‘taintless Three-eyed Lord shining white with the ornamental
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moon-digit’, on her neck (while embracing him), like wearing a pure white pearl necklace with the pendant
of moon-digit (like the Maayaa wearing the Knower as her garland of pearls).

TRl eI dREIRAIIEOTTRAT AHIsTT Paaead ARAFAPR: | (75.20)

Guha (Kumaara), whose intellect can absorb any abstract knowledge with ease, and who is the ocean of
all the gems of knowledge, and who is also an excellent warrior, engaged himself in the task of killing
Taaraka and other Asuras, though he was already liberated.

MM THAE TG TIAA YiadvTar=amaa far Id 9Rar caadiaan! (75.21)

Rama! Bhrngeesha was liberated already through the excellence of his contemplation powers, yet offered
his flesh and blood to Gauree, the Mother-deity (to appease her).

AfAABETHIN ST TITeoTSITer@used ARE! faster#d e HriMern| (75.22)

Though living as a liberated Sage, Naarada moved all over this ‘broken piece of the Jagat-wilderness’,
engaged in performing his allotted duties without any agitation.

SNa=HhAAT A=A FAAfANTIT g AgIhi AWAATOTIRAT FafAsfd| (75.23)

The revered Sage Prabhu Vishvaamitra, who holds on to a mind that is liberated, keeps performing
the Yajna-acts as ordained by the Vedas.

YRTIA AW: FAcID fGATaell I JAcd Hod ShdeHbadd &1 (75.24)

AadiShesha bears the Earth, the Sun is making the row of days, Yama does his controlling job;
all in the state of the JeevanMukti only.

HAsTATEATEHTR J&TEIAW: FI0: ATAT Hbdl ITAT: Hedeasied Fgall (75.25)

There are so many others in this Tri-world belonging to the class of Yakshas, Asuras, Naras, Suras,
in hundreds and thousands of numbers, who have attained the state of Mukti, and are staying as the
JeevanMuktas still performing the duties of their life-stories.

GREYAT egagRy fafRETaRenfey Jeaiiider: Hidchiteer: Remraar:| (75.26)

Some are engaged in various actions of their life in different ways, maintaining the coolness of
desirelessness within; some sit somewhere silently like the rocks.

WA AIATHTT hIAhIATATIAT: JAT IR TATHAADET: | (75.27)

After attaining the Supreme knowledge, some stay inside the forests like Bhrgu, Bharadvaaja,
Vishvaamitra and Shuka.

Sfagedy fasfed coTaeRufaan: IUr AR AAEIgEIRES: | (75.28)

Some stay ruling the kingdoms and enjoy the royal status embellished by the white umbrella and
chowries, like Janaka, Sharyaati, Maandhaatr and Sagara.

PR fasfea RvagrrRRydn: I9T JErocgaaeggIag-T4RT: | (75.29)

Some stay inside the ‘stellar spheres in the sky-region’, like Brhaspati, Ushanas, Chandra, Surya and
the Seven Sages.

HRICHIUS AT [AATATATIATTERIAT: JUTTAATGATURIHJFEARET: | (75.30)

Some live as Suras in the heaven with their amazing air-vehicles like Agni, Vaayu, Varuna, Yama,
Tumburu and Naarada.

HIACUTATASEY Saeddl afEAdT: JAT Fforge A =UvaGIaaydd:| (75.31)

Some live in the hollow of Paataala as JeevanMuktas, like Bali, Suhotra, Andha, and Prahlaada, filled
with the inner bliss.

fodeaifasaf aear foged Paqgey: caafasafy urem faea qEgea:| (75.32)

Even those born in the ordinary animal-wombs also have achieved the fulfilment of life; and even
learned men stay as fools though born in the Deva-wombs.

gd gdur a7 AT Jded & THAAT HaAlcHATHASATTIRUATOT| (75.33)

Since the Reality-state can exist as any possible perceived-experience, anything by anyone anywhere at
anytime can be there, as any possible state of life, in the ‘essence of Reality’ that permeates through all




as their ‘essence of existence’ itself.

fafdfoar PafaaearEwa=RT afaanRR=arcad ad7 eadl (75.34)

It is indeed an amazing power of Brahmaa (the Creation-Vaasanaa), that it can churn out endless states of
perceptions with varied experiences for the ‘Seer-states’; and anything is possible anywhere as any
perceived state. (There is nothing that cannot be experienced as a perceived-state.)

fafada fafautarader: Ra $4R: 3fa aEfRIcar & ycgaaa 3Tadl (75.35)

This ‘amazing power of Creation” which rises from Brahmaa (Vidhi) and Vishnu (Vidhi), can bring about
any possible unpredictable state of perception, and is known by the various names of ‘Daivam, Dhaataa,
Sarvesha, Shiva, Ishvara etc, and is the Aatman (Knowing-nature) in all of us, and is referred to by the name
of ‘Jeeva which is the divided awareness state’.

HEIIE]A dEcded: d>ad fAdhdriead AT aEdeIatcdeddd gHDUICII| (75.36)

In the unreal, real alone exists like the gold hidden inside the sand heap. (Discover it through Vichaara.)
In the real, the unreal exists like the dust covering the gold particles. (Clean the Vaasanaa-dust and see the self.)

HGeh Yol JFcAT Y&IATOT JgId UTUET HATeald! IH ¥ gadd| (75.37)

The ‘real self that is superimposed on the unreal self” is seen through the practice of intense Vichaara.
Rama! The world is pushed towards such a quest because of the fear of suffering only, which rises only
because of ignorance.

AT Fegdr a1t Al aReeTd e Al M UGHATCIA | (75.38)

Rama! The real that is concealed inside the unreal is seen as the permanent one; and the eternal state is
obtained by getting rid of ‘all the thoughts about the world which are centered on the body-identity’.

FoeeATTd AGETATY CRAPTATIATH: AABT: YIeecll & TTe AFRIEAA| (75.39)

That which is not there rises as real inside the varied measures of time and place, like the rabbits growing
horns in a magically-created illusion.

Y ISENT: GEal Ted d & Il Housdled IYegdhelITediagured:| (75.40)

Those considered as very powerful and hard like diamond also, perish at the end of the Creation-span,
like the Moon, Sun, Earth, ocean and the deities that control them.

sfd UT—HBETE! HTATHTIHIhH FUIHANIANRE!: Hcdsd JHACT I7| (75.41)

Hey Mighty-armed! Observe the changing state of this world which is continuously producing and
removing things again and again; and give up the states of joys, repulsions, sadness and desires at the
presence and absence of the objects and people around you; and stay always in the state of equanimity.

ECHCT ATIE HeHTI T HEAARY GReTST A1 FHAT Iaf| (75.42)

The unreal looks as if real, and the real looks like unreal.

Give up the attachment and repulsion to the objects, and stay equal in all the situations.

[Liberation means the knowledge of the real that is covered by the unreal.

The Reality can exist as the unreal-appearance only. The Knower ignores the perceived as unreal and is always aware
of the real only. This abstract vision is attained through Vichaara.

Once this understanding is established, you can never see any perceived-scene as real.

Therefore, the liberated one does not see any perceived actually.]

Al TEd Alhs e Uil: GHacTe 3vqal fademed #7oar & Jddied:| (75.43)

Raaghava! If liberated by the ‘Vision of the Truth’ in this world, there is no attainment of the perceived-
state at all (since all the perceived-states are seen as Aatman only, by the realized Knowers); but the ignorant lot of
the world are sunk in the countless possible states of perception, because of not having the discriminating

ability to see the difference between the real and the unreal.
[Mukti is not attained newly by the practice of Vichaara. Self (the Reality-state of Knowing) is always there as attained.
Knowing the perception as real is bondage, knowing the Truth is Mukti. Mukti is to know that you are not bound at all.]

I T FAhsEAMERRET Tea & ygean & fadeey fagger sggeiea:| (75.44)
Raaghava! If liberated by the ‘vision of the Truth’ in this world, there is always the ‘state of Mukti’

as attained; but the ignorant lot of the world are freed of the Viveka itself, and are sunk in the flow
of experiences and suffer them as real.




ufademfadentsar GaHTaFad adr Hfhetar:araurear fads da qad| (75.45)

Mukti is easily attainable for those with discrimination (of the real and the unreal); it is not attainable at all
for those without discrimination. Liberation is attained by the destruction of the mind (which sees the unreal
as real). Therefore, light up the Viveka in you.

HicATaD Ted: Deledl HATHTSAT HIg - WIRRDE cATelhel S| (75.46)

One who desires the supreme welfare of Mukti should make effort to understand the real self.
The ‘slicing of the head of all the miseries’ happens by the vision of the self alone.

AR fARUragI Slaeaht A AT: AHdedle TgA: FerToladl 3d| (75.47)

Many great men of intellect have been born in this world like Janaka and Suhotra, who have lived their
lives as JeevanMuktas without attraction to anything and without attachment to anything.

dEATTTATT ReIfAIPTETIRT: Shaegr faex o FHAERABTIA: | (75.48)

Therefore, you also live here as a JeevanMukta endowed with the supreme wisdom accompanied
by Viveka and Vairaagya, looking equally at a clay lump, rock and gold (as varied forms of sense-created

knowledge only).

SADEHA AND VIDEHAMUKTI

[Mukti with body, and Mukti without body, are both just coined words used by the ignorant who are attached to the body-
identity. Mukta is a Mukta, because he realizes that the body is non-existent; then who can have a Sadeha or Videha Mukti,

and how?]

[Liberated ones are of three types; those who exist off as formless only without any contact to any perceived world, and exist
as empty silent space; and there are those who exist as some or other character in the stories of the perceived world and are like
the songs of the space; and the third category is made of those who are attached to the body and pretend to be liberated, through
the intellectual comprehension of the truths of the Scriptures. They just keep making profound statements about liberation and
keep fooling others and themselves also; and are like the croaking frogs of the monsoon nights. ]

fefaer I faga e SeurRon aete fage=ar fsmmsT aar: Yoyl (75.49)

There are two types of Muktas in this world among those who hold on to the bodies -
‘those who live with the bodies’ and ‘those who are freed of the bodies’; listen to their differences.

HEGSIMUGIAAT HA:RMedTIHDAT FeIHIT && T GHIIALB | (75.50)

Hey taintless one! Whether the body is there or not, the ‘liberation-state’ occurs as the ‘state of the quiet
mind, with no attachment to any object or person in the world’.
(All attachments are centered on the attachment to the body alone.)

EAHeTIAAISI g haeddad deadald CeEd W TH Ta °| (75.51)

The ‘destruction of all sorts of attachments’ is known as the ‘excellent state of the liberation’, where the
entire perceived phenomenon stays destroyed of its reality; and this ‘excellent state of liberation’ is there
for all the liberated ones whether the body is there or not.

(Body is seen by the ignorant as real, the Mukta is always formless only. He has no body-sense at all as his.)

T ST ITdEAs: F Sldedqd 3Tad TEIealiddl dgisHd Td Jaideh:| (75.52)

He alone, who lives without attachment (with the body always non-existent), is known as a JeevanMukta;

he, who is with attachment (to the reality of the body) is bound always and is the third type (who believes that he
is liberated and still worries about Sadeha and Videha Mukti), and is not liberated at all.

Tl Tl Deredl AT Fihqdes FaGRbiaered e geal Had| (75.53)

One should make effort to do the effort for attaining the Moksha through the practice of intense Vichaara.
If a man is not making effort to do Vichaara, then he cannot even cross a foot-step-span of a cow also;
what to say of Samsaara?

J CIAIIHIET §U fAQdcA HIcAT Uasl: BT AgHATAT haod | (74.54)

One should not give up the effort in the middle through some wretched thoughts about oneself (as feeling
unfit for Moksha) and be lost in other wasteful enterprises (other than Vichaara) by giving way to some failure-
complexes.

fanN AN

AT IATGFY AT I AT TaRATcAATCHTAAHATRR A |
faaareTaaEeT SeTgafa MeueH| (75.55)




8

With a mind given to tireless-effort by holding on to extreme courage (of never accepting failure),
analyze the real self with your purified intellect, for attaining the unshaken state of the self.
For a man who does not give up effort, the world itself becomes as small as a cow’s foot-step.

FGUIT: GITT: Ue T JeUaTcisYaell [IT PRI

FGUITT: USHTH HElecl: ThcdTehodaRIdeIbel ddl (75.56)

(A fadep ITd: Hard:)

Many kings have renounced the unreal, and attained the Supreme-state, like Sugata (Kapila), by
the practice of Vichaara. Some kings were caught in the word-play of explaining the Reality (as

against the Vedas), and could not attain the Supreme state. The very reason that many have attained
the noble-state is because they enjoyed the ‘great fruit of the Kalpa-tree named intense effort’.




